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Message Text 


TAGS: SHUM, CU 

SUBJECT: GUIDANCE ON RELEASED POLITICAL PRISONERS 


1 . WE ARE NOTIFYING PADRON THAT TEXT OE ANNOUNCEMENTS BEING 
SENT TO YOU. PLEASE TRANSMIT THROUGH GARCIA ON URGENT 
BASIS. WE PLAN TO RELEASE AT 10 A.M., AUG. 31. WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS CUBAN SIDE MAY HAVE IN TIME TO MEET 
THAT DEADLINE. 


2. PLEASE EXPLAIN THAT PRESS WILL DOUBTLESS HAVE MANY 
QUESTIONS AETER RELEASES ISSUED. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO FIELD 
QUESTIONS IN SAME SPIRIT AND CONTEXT AS LANGUAGE OF 
ANNOUNCEMENTS THEMSELVES. 

3. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL GRIFEIN BELL ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT U.S. 
SECRET 
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OFEICIALS WILL SHORTLY COMMENCE SCREENING IN CUBA FORTY- 
EIGHT PERSONS PREVIOUSLY IMPRISONED IN CUBA FOR CRIMES OF A 
POLITICAL NATURE AGAINST THE STATE AND WHO ARE NOW SEEKING 
ENTRY INTO THE UNITED STATES AS WELL AS THIRTY MEMBERS OF 
THEIR FAMILIES. 

MR. BELL SAID THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY RELEASED 
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A NUMBER OF THESE PRISONERS AND, HE UNDERSTANDS, MORE WILL 
BE RELEASED IN THE WEEKS AHEAD. 

THE SCREENING WILL BE UNDERTAKEN BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

AFTER COMPLETING THE SCREENING PROCESS, THESE REPRESEN- 
TATIVES WILL REPORT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHO WILT. 
DETERMINE WHETHER HE SHOULD EXERCISE HIS DISCRETIONARY 
AUTHORITY PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 212 (D) (5) OF THE 
IMMIGRATION ACT AND PAROLE THESE RELEASED PRISONERS INTO 
THE UNITED STATES. 

ALL WHO WOULD BE PAROLED MUST ALSO OTHERWISE BE ADMISSABLE 
UNDER THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 

THESE ARRANGEMENTS ARE THE RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S INTEREST SECTION IN HAVANA AND CUBAN 
OFFICIALS. 

MR. BELL SAID HE EXPECTED THAT ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS TO 
ENTER THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE MADE. EACH APPLICANT WILT. 

BE CONSIDERED ON HIS OR HER MERIT. 

4. STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT: 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IS TODAY ANNOUNCING THAT SCREENING 
WILL SHORTLY BEGIN IN CUBA OF A NUMBER OF PERSONS PREVIOUSLY 
IMPRISONED FOR CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE AND WHO ARE APPLYING 
FOR ENTRY INTO THE U.S. THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY 
RELEASED A NUMBER OF THESE PRISONERS, AND, IT IS UNDERSTOOD, 

MAY RELEASE OTHERS IN THE WEEKS AHEAD. 

THIS IS A MOST WELCOME DEVELOPMENT. ON MAY 20 OF LAST 
YEAR, PRESIDENT CARTER EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT WOULD DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS 
BY RELEASING MANY OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS IT HAS HELD 
FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. THE PRESENT ACTION IS A STEP IN 
THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

5. FYI: VAKY IS INFORMING PADRON THAT WE ARE SHOWING HIM 
RELEASE IN ADVANCE AS COURTESY. WE DO NOT INTEND TO NEGO- 
TIATE LANGUAGE WITH THE CUBANS, BUT YOU SHOULD REPORT ANY 
SHARPLY ADVERSE REACTION IMMEDIATELY. CHRISTOPHER 
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